Legal Recognition(Reciprocity)/Challenge EMS Certification

Each year several persons apply for and receive North Carolina EMS certification through legal recognition or by challenging a North Carolina EMS examination.  Persons who currently hold an EMS certification from another state or with the National Registry of Emergency Medical Technicians may be approved for certification through legal recognition.  Persons who have completed an equivalent education program may be eligible to challenge the appropriate level of written and skills examinations for an EMS certification.  

The following questions are most often asked by persons seeking certification through either legal recognition or the challenge process. 

1) How do I apply for an EMS certification through legal recognition?

To initiate the process, the applicant should send a copy of their current certification, their social security number, a daytime phone number and a current mailing address to the North Carolina Office of EMS.  After the information is received and verified by the Office of EMS, the appropriate application materials will be mailed to the applicant.  The request for legal recognition should be mailed to:

Certification Specialist

Office of EMS

Department of Health and Human Services

Division of Facility Services

2707 Mail Service Center

Raleigh,  NC  27699-2707

The above information may also be faxed to (919)733-7021.  Please note that many certification cards do not fax clearly.  If you wish to fax the information, you should write any information that is on the card (name, expiration date, or certification number, etc.) on a separate sheet of paper.  

2)  What will be the length of my North Carolina EMS Certification through legal recognition?

If approved, persons will be issued an EMS certification that is concurrent with their current certification from another state or National Registry of Emergency Medical Technicians.  No certification period shall exceed four years.  If an applicant has only two months remaining on their certification, they will be issued a North Carolina EMS certification that will expire in two months, at which time they must meet all North Carolina recertification requirements.  The North Carolina Office of EMS recommends that if you have a year or less remaining on your certification that you challenge the certification examination. If you pass the examination, you will receive a four year certification.

3) How do I become recertified as an Emergency Medical Technician or Medical Responder through legal recognition?

Emergency Medical Technicians and Medical Responders who live in a state that borders North Carolina (Virginia,  Tennessee,  Georgia, and South Carolina) and are currently affiliated with an ambulance provider in North Carolina may continue to obtain a North Carolina certification through legal recognition if they continue to meet the recertification requirements in the state in which they reside.  Emergency Medical Technicians and Medical Responders who live in North Carolina and are currently certified in another state that borders North Carolina may continue to obtain a North Carolina certification through legal recognition if they continue to meet the recertification requirements in the bordering state in which they are certified.

4) What should I consider when determining whether to obtain EMS certification through legal recognition or challenge?

There are several factors a person should consider when making this decision.  If there is a significant certification period remaining on the applicant’s certification, legal recognition would be a logical choice since the applicant would have adequate time to complete the continuing education requirement (96 hours) for recertification.  If there is a year or less remaining and the applicant has previously obtained a small amount of 

continuing education, the logical choice may be to challenge and pass the certification examination and obtain a four year certification.  This choice also allows the applicant to participate in the normal continuing education

activities of the local EMS program.  Should you have any questions regarding this issue, please contact June Mann at (919)733-2285 or e-mail at june.mann@ncmail.net

5) Who may challenge an EMS examination?

Essentially persons who have completed equivalent education may be eligible to challenge an EMS certification examination.  Requests to challenge an examination should be submitted in a similar fashion to requesting an EMS certification through legal recognition.  Documentation of a completed (National Standard DOT Curriculum) education program should be submitted (certificate of completion) along with a letter requesting to challenge the examination.  The materials submitted will be evaluated using the state education requirements for the level being applied for and if approved to challenge, the appropriate application materials will be sent to the applicant.

6) Do I have to be affiliated with an Ambulance Provider to become certified through legal recognition or to challenge the examination

If you are applying for Emergency Medical Technician or Medical Responder certification through legal recognition, you will need to be affiliated with a North Carolina ambulance provider, OR a resident of North Carolina.  If you are not affiliated with a provider, or a resident, you will need to challenge the examination.  If you challenge the examination, you do not have to be affiliated with a provider, or a resident.  (PLEASE NOTE… if you are not affiliated with a provider or a resident, and are enrolled in a state EMS educational program at an approved teaching institution, you may receive certification through legal recognition.  You should have the approved teaching institution to send a letter stating that you are enrolled in a course.  The letter should be on the approved teaching institution’s letterhead and should state that you are enrolled in a (EMT-D, EMT-I, EMT-P) course and the letter should state the beginning date of the course.)

In order to become certified at an advanced life support EMS level, persons must be affiliated with an ambulance provider or an approved first responder organization approved to operate at the level of application.  Persons who 

challenge an advanced life support examination may obtain “provisional status” which is an indication that all education and examination requirements have been completed.  The provisional status indicates that the applicant is not affiliated with an Advanced Life Support Provider.

If you have questions regarding the legal recognition or challenge process, please contact the Office of Emergency Medical Services telephone: (919) 733-2285.

